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KANSAS CITY, KANSAS LANDMARKS COMMISSION 
September 7, 2021 

Minutes 
 

The Kansas City, Kansas Landmarks Commission met in regular session (via Zoom 
Meeting) on Tuesday, September 7, 2021, at 6:00 p.m., with the following members 
present: Mr. David Meditz, Chairman Presiding, Mr. Murrel Bland, Ms. Karen French 
(via phone), Ms. Micki Welcome-Hill, Mr. Jim Schraeder and Mr. Loren Taylor. (Absent: 
Chamberlain, Craddock, Easterwood, and Van Middlesworth.)   Mr. Gunnar H. Hand, 
AICP, Director of Planning, Ms. Janet L. Parker, CSC/APC, Executive Assistant, Ms. 
Emma Dambek, AmeriCorps Vista, and Mr. Daniel Kuhn, Assistant Counsel, were also 
present. 
 
Chairman Meditz called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Recording Secretary Parker read the following statement: 
 
We would like to welcome those participating to the meeting of the Kansas City, Kansas 
Landmarks Commission.  Due to COVID-19, the members are participating remotely by 
Zoom Webinar.  Mr. David Meditz is serving as chairman this evening. 
 
Please note the following instructions for the meeting: 
 

 If you are joining by Zoom Video, please make sure you have an appropriate 
background and plan to stay visible during the meeting. 

 Members - Use the raise your hand feature to speak, after Chairman Meditz 
recognizes you, unmute your microphone and please state your name when 
you begin to speak.   

 For those in attendance, use the “raise your hand” feature when you want to 
speak on an issue.  The Chairman will recognize you when it is your time to 
speak, unmute your microphone and state your name and address before 
giving your comments. 

 If you have called in by telephone only or if you are having trouble logging into 
the Zoom meeting, please email planninginfo@wycokck.org as Secretary 
Parker is monitoring that email. 

 Proper meeting decorum is expected of all participating in the meeting and 
anyone who fails to act properly will be removed from the meeting.  The City 
reserves the right to discontinue a meeting if any improper behavior occurs 
which prevents the uninterrupted conduct of business. 

 
The format for this evening’s meeting is as follows: 
 The applicant will make the opening statement explaining the proposal.  

Please note that the applicant will be given fifteen (15) minutes to present 
their case.  The fifteen (15) minutes includes the applicant, consultants, and 
other members of the applicant’s team.   
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 Members of the Landmarks Commission will then address any questions they 
may have to the applicant.  Any persons wishing to speak in favor will then be 
called upon and allowed to do so at that time. 

 Then those persons in opposition will be called upon and allowed to make 
their statements and ask questions.  Please note that each member of the 
public who wishes to speak will be given five (5) minutes to express their 
opinions.  Time may not be shared between speakers.  Each speaker will be 
allowed to speak one (1) time unless a question is directed to them.   

 
The Landmarks Commission is required to disclose any contact with regard to any 
application on the agenda.  I will ask if any contact has been made and at that time 
members of the Commission will disclose any contacts they may have had. 
 
Minutes of the August 2, 2021 Landmarks Commission meeting and August 23, 2021 
Downtown Outreach Subcommittee meeting were approved as distributed. 
 
Application starts at 7:35:   
 
CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS CA2021-019 – DR. GREG MOSIER WITH 
KANSAS CITY, KANSAS COMMUNITY COLLEGE (KCKCC) – SYNOPSIS:  
Certificate of Appropriateness for demolition of the Seventh Street Methodist Episcopal 
Church South Historic Landmark for the construction of the downtown campus of the 
Kansas City, Kansas Community College (KCKCC), located at 1101 North 7th Street 
Trafficway, listed as a Kansas City, Kansas Landmark (8/8/1986), and within the Huron 
Place Historic District environs, a Kansas City, Kansas Historic District (9/1/1983) and 
within the Huron Indian Cemetery (Wyandot National Burying Ground) Historic 
Landmark environs, listed in the Huron Place Historic District, a Kansas City, Kansas 
Historic Landmark District, Register of Historic Kansas Places (7/1/1977) and National 
Register of Historic Place (9/3/1971).    
 
Recording Secretary Parker asked if any members had contact to disclose concerning 
this case. Chairman Meditz stated some members of the community have contacted 
him concerning this application in order to obtain information.  Commissioner Schraeder 
stated that he retrieved the key to this location from Director Hand to let ACUR Radio 
into the building and subsequently they interviewed him.  Also, he is a long time 
member of the Historic Kansas City Foundation, and he notified the Director that this 
application was on the agenda.  Commissioner Welcome-Hill stated that she has 
received emails, text messages and phone messages from members of the community 
with their opinions on this application.  Commissioner French stated that she has also 
had contact with members of the community.  Commissioner Bland stated that he has 
had discussions with a senior executive at the Kansas City, Kansas Community College 
regarding this application. 
 
Recording Secretary Parker read two (2) communications into the record that were 
received today from Gretchen Kelly at 6748 Everett Avenue, Kansas City, Kansas and  
Jason Norbury, Executive Director of the Downtown Shareholders. 
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Present in Support: 
 
 Dr. Greg Mosier, President and Applicant, Kansas City, Kansas Community 

College, 7250 State Avenue, Kansas City, Kansas 
 
Landmarks Commission members directed comments and questions to the applicant. 
 
Present in Opposition: 
 
 Rebecca Barber Meditz, 12801 Sewell Avenue, Kansas City, Kansas 66109 
 Chris Steineger  

 
Staff Recommendation Starts at 1:47:26:  Planning Director Hand stated that the 
proposed project and its co-locating partner agencies that Dr. Mosier and the 
Community College has put together is in line with the Downtown Master Plan.  He 
further stated that this project is needed for the future of Downtown Kansas City, 
Kansas; however, that is not what is before the Commission this evening.  The 
Commission is to determine the appropriateness of the demolish of this historic church.  
The property in question has been designated as a local Landmark, but has not been 
placed on either the National Register of Historic Places or Kansas Historic Sites 
Register, but that does not take away from the historic, cultural and architectural 
significance of the building as it is eligible for both designations.  Staff determined in its 
review of this application that the demolition does not meet the factors to be considered 
for a Certificate of Appropriateness.  Staff found that it does not meet and is counter to 
the intent of the ordinance and code.  At the behest of the Landmarks Commission, 
Staff has worked closely with Dr. Mosier and his team on this project and some of the 
results of those discussions were mentioned in the presentation this evening.  Staff 
recommends denial of this application for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the 
demolition of this structure for the reasons outlined in the staff report.  If the 
Commission moves forward for approval, Staff has outlined six (6) conditions of 
approval:  
 

1) The foundation stones, pews, stained glass, timbers, and red bricks be 
preserved and repurposed in a manner as described by the applicant in 
their proposal (and reflected in this report) and consistent with the final 
determinations of the HPDB; 
 

2) As the applicant is proposing to demolish a historic landmark, the 
applicant must, regardless of cost, hire a certified historic preservationist 
who will document the entirety of the building and grounds and identify 
any and all significant archeological resources before a demolition permit 
can be issued; 
 

3) No demolition permit for the building, portion of the building, or the site 
shall be granted until the funding goal for construction of the new KCKCC 
Downtown campus/DCEHWC has been met, all planning entitlements have 
been granted, and all relevant building permits have been issued; 
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4) Historic preservation efforts as identified by the applicant shall be 

undertaken, including, but not limited to, the integration of historic artifacts 
into the design of the proposed building, the naming and use of the 
conference room within the building by the HPDB; 
 

5) The applicant and the KCKCC must establish a historic preservation and 
design board (“HPDB” or “Board”). A Certificate of Appropriateness cannot 
be granted until HPDB members are selected, and rules of operation are 
established. The following conditions shall apply to the HPDB: 
 

a. Members of the Board must include members of the Landmarks 
Commission, Department of Planning & Urban Design, members 
representing organizations such as KCKCC, KCKCC’s President’s 
Downtown Advisory Council, KCK’s downtown community, and 
other appropriate representatives; 

a. The Board will be updated on the findings of the historic 
preservationist assigned with documenting the Seventh Street 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South Historic Landmark; 

b. The HPDB will have authority identify design elements for the 
proposed building as they relate to the preservation, incorporation, 
and display of features or elements of the Historic Landmark, and to 
make such recommendations to the DCEHWC Owners Condominium 
Association Board, with which reasonable recommendations will not 
be withheld; 

c. The Board may identify historic preservation deliverables and 
present said deliverables to the KCKCC for incorporation into the 
historic preservation course; and, 

d. The Board will not be dissolved until after all elements of design and 
incorporation have satisfactorily been incorporated into the design 
of the proposed building and all building permits and a full 
Certificate of Occupancy has been successfully issued for the 
building; and, 
 

6) The proposed sculpture, “Destiny”, or a reasonably similar sculpture piece 
must be incorporated into the DCEWHC campus, along with other artwork 
from the local community and in representation of the history and heritage 
of the Historic Landmark, the Downtown, and Kansas City, Kansas in 
general. 

 
He further stated that he received comments from members of the community about  
the artifacts and cornerstone, and the Commission could add a condition of approval 
that the cornerstone and designated artifacts be donated to the Wyandotte County 
Museum.  Director Hand stated that the Landmarks Ordinance is very specific with 
regard to demolitions of a Historic Landmark and if other demolition of buildings were 
proposed in this block, the properties would not only be within the environs of this 
Historic Landmark, but other Historic Landmarks/District in the vicinity, and will require 



September 7, 2021 5 

their own Certificates of Appropriateness if demolition is proposed.  Director Hand 
stated that with these comments, Staff recommends denial. 
 
Commission members directed questions/comments to the staff. 
 
Motion and Vote Starts at 2:04:00: 
 
On motion by Ms. French, seconded by Ms. Welcome-Hill, the Landmarks Commission 
voted as follows to HOLD OVER Certificate of Appropriateness CA2021-019 to the 
November 1, 2021 Landmarks Commission meeting for the following reasons: 
1. Additional time is needed by the Commission to review the information 

submitted to them by staff and at the meeting tonight by the applicant and 
speakers. 

2. The applicant will secure a Historic Preservationist to study the building 
and submit a summary report regarding a list of materials and items that 
can be preserved. 

3. Commission will provide a list of questions to staff to relay to the applicant 
to submit a response prior to the November 1, 2021 meeting.   

Bland:   Aye 
Chamberlain  Not Present 
Craddock:  Not Present 
Easterwood:  Not Present 
French:  Aye 
Hill   Aye 
Meditz:  Chairman 
Schraeder:  Aye 
Taylor:  Aye 
Van Middlesworth: Not Present 
Motion to HOLD OVER Passed: 5 to 0 
 
DOWNTOWN HISTORIC KCK UPDATE Start at 2:19:  Director Hand stated that the 
State Historic Preservation Office has mailed the contract for the awarded Historic 
Preservation Fund Grants to the Unified Government for signature.  Staff is working 
on the Request for Proposals (RFP) and it will be issued, and proposals submitted 
prior to the next Landmarks Commission meeting. 
 
CITY-WIDE ZONING CODE UPDATE Start at 2:24:55: Director Hand stated that the 
zoning code will not be updated as a whole this year due to staffing issues.  There has 
been a request that the Landmarks portion of the code be updated immediately that 
staff is developing a strategy to accomplish this year. 
 
LANDMARKS ORDINANCE UPDATE Start at 2:27:30:  Commissioner Schraeder 
stated that he will send a list of key items that need to be updated.  These items were 
discussed during the Zoning Code update meetings.  He asked Secretary Parker to 
distribute to the members. 
 
 



September 7, 2021 6 

Reports Start at 2:28:10:  
 
Downtown Ordinance Outreach Subcommittee – Subcommittee Chairman 
Schraeder stated everyone received the minutes from the meeting and the minutes 
were approved this evening.  The committee is available to staff for assistance as 
needed, such as helping with the RFP.  Chairman Meditz commended the 
Subcommittee on their work and to the staff for assisting the subcommittee. 
 
May 2022 Annual Report on Landmarks Commission – Director Hand stated that he 
does not have an update this evening. 
 
Sauer Castle Update – Director Hand stated that a news article was circulated to the 
members.  The Unified Government circulated a survey last month concerning Sauer 
Castle and the deadline for providing input is coming soon.  There have been 2500 
surveys submitted to date. 
 
Training – The following have been distributed to the members: 
 
NAPC Summer Short Course August 24-25, 2021 – Secretary Parker reminded the 
three (3) members that attended to send their course hours to Katrina Ringler at the 
Kansas State Historic Preservation Office. As the members received scholarships, Ms. 
Ringler is submitting the total hours of those that attended on scholarships to the 
Federal level justifying the scholarships.   
 
2021 Kansas Preservation Conference: Dig into Preservation – Virtual Session on 
September 9 and 10, 2021  
 
Past-Forward Workshops 
 
Next meeting of the Commission is Monday, October 2, 2021. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:07 p.m. 


